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Fire safety on holiday

Bushfires can occur without warning and can quickly 
impact your holiday location. If you are planning a holiday, 
you need to think about bushfire safety and how to avoid 
bushfire dangers.
This leaflet will help you to prepare if a bushfire does occur 
in your holiday area.

Before you leave on a trip

you will be travelling. 

in case bushfire impacts without warning.

areas where bushfires may occur. 

informed if your plans change significantly. 

While you’re away 

dangerous days. 

may be affected by smoke and local conditions. Keep a hard copy of the local 
map.

instructed to leave your campsite. 

could threaten you:

mobile phone apps to find local incidents

Bushwalking
It is advisable not to go bushwalking during fire danger days, 
but if you are caught in a bushfire you should: 

yourself against radiant heat.

Camping and houseboats
People on camping and houseboat holidays must ensure 
they are familiar with local fire restrictions.

If camping or staying in a caravan park, enquire if a safe refuge area has been 

Be careful using generators and make sure you are familiar with restrictions 

regulations, as they can vary.
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Where to go on High Fire Danger days
Leaving a bushfire prone area early, before a fire starts, 
is always the safest option for your survival.

phone app to find out more information and maps of these places

BUSHFIRE 
SAFER 
SETTLEMENT suburbs

forecast bad fire weather 
or during bushfire.

BUSHFIRE 
SAFER 
PRECINCT

within outer 
suburbs 
and rural 
settlements.

forecast bad fire weather 

ember attack and smoke.

LAST RESORT 
REFUGE

ovals and 
buildings in 
rural areas.

use and may provide only 
limited protection during 
bushfire.

what to do to keep yourself safe.

Fire ban districts

restrictions apply.

Total fire bans

on these days. 

Fire danger ratings  

not predictors of how likely a bushfire is to occur, but how dangerous it 
could be if it did occur. 

Do you know today’s rating?

mobile phone app. 

On fire danger days 

activities. 

In the event of a bushfire
Remain vigilant of your surroundings, and follow any advice 
or directions provided by emergency services personnel or 
via an emergency broadcast on local radio (see back page for 
frequencies).

minutes it takes for the fire front to pass. 

attack, smoke, loud noise, darkness and power failure. 

Radiant heat
Radiant heat can kill. To protect yourself, you need to cover 
up, dress appropriately and take refuge. 

the area before the bushfire starts. 

Cover all exposed skin to protect from radiant heat. Wear: 

Travelling on the road

protection from radiant heat, and driving conditions are often difficult and 
stressful.
If you are aware of bushfires before you leave home, plan an alternative 
route and do not travel to the affected area. If you come across smoke while 

to find a safe way through.

in case you are caught in a bushfire.

If you need to use your vehicle as a shelter 
from a bushfire:

highly unlikely that a personal will survive in all but the mildest circumstances.

Before the fire front 
reaches you

block as much heat as you can. If 

away from dense bush and 

such as branches and leaves.

avoid collisions in poor visibility.

oncoming fire front.

lights on.

doors.

better protection from the radiant 
heat than being in the open.

air conditioning off.

into the foot wells and shelter 
under woollen blankets.

of dehydration.

As the fire front passes

minutes it takes for the fire front to 
pass.

front has passed.

vehicle and fumes will be released 
from the interior of the vehicle. 

possible to minimise inhalation and 
cover mouth with a moist cloth.

parts may catch alight. In more 

may catch on fire.

the temperature has dropped, 

of land that has already burnt.

continue to drink water and wait 
for assistance.

FIRES CAN THREATEN SUDDENLY 
AND WITHOUT WARNING
WATCH for signs of fire, especially 
smoke and flames 
KNOW the Fire Danger Rating in your 
area and be aware of local conditions 
HAVE your Bushfire Survival Plan and 
kit ready 
CALL 000 to report a fire 
TO SEEK INFORMATION 

Hotline on 1300 362 361  
(TTY 133 677)

DANGER RATING WHAT SHOULD I DO?

CATASTROPHIC

You need to act now.
These are the worst conditions for a bushfire -if a fire starts, it will be extremely 

difficult to control and will move very fast. Buildings are not built to withstand 

these fires.  

 

EXTREME 

You need to get ready to act 
Fires that start under these conditions will be unpredictable, fast-moving and 

difficult to control.

the day, and do not travel into these areas. 

SEVERE 

You need to be aware. 
Fires that start under these conditions will be difficult to control. 
If possible, avoid travelling into bushfire prone areas. 
If not, only travel if you and your vehicle are well prepared.  Know where to go if 

VERY HIGH You need to be prepared. 
Fires that start under these conditions are likely to be controlled.   

Buildings can provide safety. Know where to get more information about the 
weather and bushfires, and watch out for any changes.

HIGH

LOW-MODERATE


